
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 West Side Catholic Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Expressive Arts Program 

Your Project Summary: Programs helping the homeless need to address the psychological and 

physiological effects of trauma. Drawing, painting, music and other forms of art therapy help traumatized 

individuals express their feelings in a manner that allows them to heal. WSCC offers therapeutic arts 

programming designed to process traumas and emotions.The Expressive Arts Program provides clients 

with a series of therapeutic arts classes and activities that culminate in an Expressive Arts Program 

Performance. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This was a good application package.  Together, the application and support materials shared 

the story of the importance of this type of project to the community to be served.  The imagery on the 

rack card really sent a positive message and the showcase presentation was enjoyable to view.  I could 

see the value of the program.  A suggestion is to share the success of the Program with other organizations 

that serve the same audience, it might inspire them. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets criteria for CAC funding. Expressive Arts Program is a great program that 

focuses the homeless populations and looks to address the psychological and physiological effects of 

trauma. The narrative was very well organized and detailed in the different ways that art therapy is used 

to address this population. I was impressed with the options available through art therapy for self 

expression. Their specific population target along with the comprehensive art therapy program makes for 

high public value and artistic vibrancy. The project budget supports the proposed activities. Therefore, it 

meets all criteria for CAC funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Excellently crafted application that clearly conveys the connection between the programming 

offered and the needs of the population served. Artistic support opportunities in spaces dealing with 

trauma are truly holistic, and the diverse programmatic offerings, with a culminating event, reflect well-

rounded considerations. There are multiple opportunities for participation, mutual benefit and 

celebration captured in an application that address each aspect of the funding criteria. Supplemental 

materials also do a great job of capturing the program's process energy and community. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. By combining multiple types of free art classes 

in a community setting for homeless populations in the community, this project will generate a tangible 

public benefit. I like that -- while you are a faith-based organization -- your commitment to social justice 

and healing in the community goes much farther than just the church. Your commitment to bringing arts 

and cultural vibrancy into the community really shows in this application and the submitted supplemental 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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attachments. And your longstanding history in the community serving your population demonstrates that 

you have the organizational capacity to carry out these plans. One thing to consider when evaluating your 

stated goal: survey people in your art classes to see what they have to say about the impacts of these 

projects for them. That will give you additional justification for future grants and projects. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. There is a clearly stated public benefit, and the 

applicant demonstrates and understanding of their community. That their clients offer suggestions 

regarding plans for new art projects, field trips and what to plant in the garden and even lead projects 

demonstrates how the applicant works with their community. However, the following elements of the 

applicant could use clarification/revision:  

- The project goal is a do/do not action. The applicant will offer those classes, but what is the impact they 

would like to have? Why are they doing this and how can you confirm you have been successful?  

- Progress measures are related to attendance and income generation -- I recommend the project goal be 

attendance or client-impact related.  

- Is there a possibility for clients to lead this project or has this process informed the project? Can it? Will 

it?  

- How have they employed a process of reflection that ensures fresh programming & continuous 

improvement? 

- What is distinct about this program that makes it fresh and/or improved? 

 

 

Panelist 5 


